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ACCOUNT 


The Tryals iſ Condrnnhpticn 
O F 
The Grand and Notorious 


Highway-men, 


Thomss Chavenor that ſometime fince made an 
Eſcape out of Newgate, and was lately tetaken, and now 
Convided - for Robbing certain Exciſe-men of Eleven 
hundred pounds; 

Michael Purſell, found guilty upon Three ſeveral 
Indi&ments for Robbing of Clothitrs upon the Highway 
of great ſums of Money, 

At the ASSIZES held for the County of E/ex 

the-4th, 5th, and 6th of this inftant March 1674. 


_”u a Narrative of other remarkable Pro- 


ceedings at the ſaid Afſizes. 
" And the number of thoſe Condemn'd, Burnt in the Hand, 
and Tranſporteds 
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ACCOUNT. 


The Tryals and mas 


The Crand _ Notorious | 
Lit init fend 


JW He extraordinary Miſchiefs' commir- 
ted of late upon moſt Roads of this 


Kingdom by Highway-men, andthe. 
Apprehenfi, on of ſeveral of them having 
cafion'd a general: Diſcourſe ,' but eſpe ay" 
the nororious' Thomas CBavthf: famous fot - 

A 2 _ his 
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his ſabrlety in making his eſcape ont of 
Newgate, and no. leſs for his folly in lurking 
fo long afterwards about this Town, till at 
laſt he was retaken: For publick ſacifaQi- 
on tis thought fit to gratifie the Reader with 
an Account. both -of his Tryal and-anothers- 
likewiſe condemned with him at Chelmsford: 
Aſlizes. T3233 7: 


In order whereunto: we muſt acquaint 
you, That about the latter end of April Jaſt 
a company of Excife-men, five in all in num- 
ber, bur'one of-rhem-unhappily behiade the 
reſt, havinga very confiderable ſum of mo- 
ney ( counted by common! report to be 
Eleven hundred pounds) conveyig iy 
hmEupts London were:offf af 
juſt upon the parting of the two Counties 
Eſſex and Hartfordſhire, ſet upon, and after 
a. very, reſglute- dofence overmaſtereds-by., 
eight }Highway+men, who find their chÞ- 
ngy.3:and for the more clever conveyance, 
divided; the s, amongſt them, and ſp ha-, 
vigg, pound che Exciſc-men,jand turn dcheir 
Horls. looſe with Bridles and Gicts;cur, rid 


| away 
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waikch -all che. PE; 1m reinable. Haw 
ever, Company ſovn after Ton that road, 
andin particular, he of their own party = 
Wasbchinde, .coming - up; relealſed the pe 

ſons cabb? d, got their, = rais'd- Hue ann 
Cry, and in a moment all the Canntry was 
upon the. purſuit,and fo hot,that the Thieves. 
were. forc'd to ſeparate themſelves, and! four 
for. that time gor' clear away z - the other 
four followed more cloſely, were. forced! to. 
fliog away.theic il) gotten money,, and-two- 
taking ſhelter in;a Wood ware 4herqapprie-: 
hended, and the 'other ewo-takenina)V41+ 
lage. : who were all four tried//ac Hartford? 
Aſſzes the 20th of Judilaft and copdemped;; 
bac onely three ofther-qxecurrd;.. od 664108 


| Amongſt che ather- Foc that got- off. Was 
Thowas Chawenor , who wich {ix more- was 
taken on Munday the 13th of 'Novewber laſt? 
m-the Strand; and after his eſcape and rera- 
king, was now carried down to;Chelnrford:: 
Allizes : where, uppadutfitient evidence be, 


was proved to be one of the perſons aQting- 


19 that Robbery ; : por,indeed could he pivch 
deny 
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'\- denylit : whereupon he was found guilty 


oy the Jury. 


'Tis confe(sd 'tifere was no aQtual Mur- 
ther commirred by him or his Crew in this 
Robbery,but it was'the ſad occaſion of one : 
For the before-mientioned Exciſe-man that 
was behinde lighting a Pipe of Tobacco, 
being ſuſpeQed wrongfully as an Acceſſary, 
or for giving notice of the Booty, took the 
undeſerved Scandal ſo heinouſly, that he re- 
ſolved nor to ſurvive the diſprace, bue with 
a Piſto) ſhot himſelf and died at Hodſdon. 
But in another R6dbery. about che ſame 
time, - ata" place-call'd Watford-gap, there 
was an honeſt Grafier loſt bis lite, and "ris: 
credibly ſaid, by the hand of this Thomas 
Mrs who as he was certainly a man 
ſtout and couragions, ſo he was obſerved to 
be:more'eruel than moſt of his wicked Come: 
panions 3- who are ofren very tender of 
ſhedding mens Blood, though they maks no 
TIN of ua _ Monty: 


FETTS IH 


When he grew up, he was put' forth 


to be a Clerk to an. Atrorney+; -but he ſoon 
lefe firſt his Buſineſs and then his Maſter, 


and came over for Englapd, and was ſome 
licele time: at_ one - of the, Univerſities i in, 


quality of a Servant. Aﬀer that he came 
to London, fell into [l] Company, lived ex-' 
travagantly, and to maintain. his Luxury 
made uſe of the Road”; having for fome_ 
time been eſteemed a cpa) man ainongſt 
the Bandirct of che Town. 


2iochet ele that, was et with him 
at ficſt in the Strand, was likewiſe now car- 
ried: to:Cbelmeford and. tried there. , His 
name was. Michael Purſelt ;" who had been | 
with the ſame Gang in Tevetal Robberies :* 
There were-now.no leſs than three [everal 
Inditments now proſecuted againſt | him 
there, and*he was found guiley upon:then'* 
all for robbing of ſeveral Clothiers u pon the 


Highway. 


As their Carriage has all along been very 
impudenc and careleſs, ſo they. ſeem'd very 


little to regard Thelr approaching Death 3 
but - 


i vocctvdlt Oe Baednikiba yr pncaa 
<rvedly a iff a@ been a ſtory nothing 7-3 

J {% 2 "$ farcan fl'habirs Rifle. 
bo 77m Hh ce, a8d the cxſtoth of i Loping cake 

aWay t the fence 'sf ſlo. 


© 


#% 42 
F 


F9L 


51 efidextheſe, 5 lk 


were I leſs no». 
ceived Scntence'z one for. 


77 3, who' en #4 | 
log a Mare, iy ch was taken with him,aad” 
the Felony plain! þ. proved: z the-other twe'for: 
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Wnt nh tak 
IE N uh pould oy him .dowazm: in 
N= i5> fafery + Whereq« pow, Nr Galea, yy 
is his Caſt , wherein qr inaex.r mgin gRE 6s: | 
waking 1n Lei by or- oooh with De ole” 
that ſhall feloniouſly Puvarh to mbleſt Him. 
80: that upon the whole: mareer,; ache 
this Aſſzes at we rogdy Eivs cadet to 
die, Four Burnt (in the hand, ive A", 
for T ranſportation. 
wy WSU; 2110) ws 89 9951134. 1329 of. 
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